
Winter 2013

The Ruskin Mill Trust Magazine Celebrating the Work of:

Ruskin Mill College, Glasshouse College, Freeman College, 

Brantwood Specialist School, Clervaux Trust, 

Plas Dwbl Farm College and The Field Centre

RUN OF THE MILL



Integrated Learning and Living for Work

In 1984, Aonghus Gordon, the founder of Ruskin Mill Trust, discovered that when young 

For further information on each centre, open days and admissions, 
see our contact details and our map of provision on pages 55 and 56.

@RuskinMillwww.facebook.com/RuskinMill

www.rmt.org



Welcome to the Winter 2013 issue of Run of the Mill 

Run of the Mill, founded in 1995, is published each term and distributed freely to all those 
connected with Ruskin Mill Trust. It offers students and staff an opportunity to express their 

This work draws inspiration from Rudolf Steiner, John Ruskin and William Morris.

 Run of the Mill is edited and set by Will Mercer at Ruskin Mill. 
Email: william.mercer@rmt.org

 
With thanks to sta   students and others for their contribu  ons 

and to Richard hatcher for word rocessing  roofreading  addi  onal su ort.

Printed by Tewkesbury Printing, using vegetable inks and paper from managed forests - www.tewkesburyprinting.com

Mineral

landscape

farming

horticulture

forestry

craft

arts, drama & aesthetics

independence

enrichment

communication

work experience

the harvest is shared 
in the home and canteen.
nutrition for body, soul and spirit

transforming raw materials 
into items of civility through aesthetics
generating self-worth 
a new inner identity

Animal

Plant

reconnecting with the land

exploring relationship 
through cycle of life

restored energy 
revitalised purpose
respect through responsibility
transition into community

developing social con dence 
through artistic expression 
and cultural activity

fostering relationships

connecting with community 
and belonging through work 
experience and social enterprise

practical, aesthetic and functional skills

transition, independence, achievement 

and work

the craft of homemaking

catering & hospitality

transferable skills

functional skills & accreditation

Practical Skills Therapeutic Education
Twenty-eight years of application of Ruskin Mill Trust’s Practical Skills Therapeutic Education 
have shown that the method is highly enhancing and developmental for any person, but 

School and college experience is carefully guided so that the student journey is assessed and 

are delivered, and functional and living skills are embedded throughout day and residential 

and engagement and the goals of the curriculum.



CONTENTS

Front Cover

Callum in Spoon Forging

2: Ruskin Mill Trust

Craft

6:  Spoon Forging
9:  Bead Making
11: Carpentry
14: Pewter
16: Avi’s Waistcoat

Land Work & Food Preparation

18: The Smokery
20: Old Spot
21: Gables Grocery Store
22: Fresh Vegetables
23: The Woodland Kitchen
24: Fresh Fruit & Juice
25: Tractor Driving

Art, Drama & Sport

27: Pericles, Prince of Tyre
30: Art Therapy
32: Nailsworth Bus Station
33: Print Making
34: History of Art
35: Special Olympics

Functional Skills

37: Brantwood Specialist School
39: Dyslexia
41: IT Schools for Africa

Fundraising & Development

44: Clervaux Trust
46: Phase 3 Gets Funding
47: Printing Press
48: Field Centre
50: Master of Science
52: Fundraising with Wordsearch

53: The Ex-Files
55: Trust Contact Details
56: Map of Trust provision



Craft
Spoon Forging
Bead Making
Carpentry
Pewter
Weaving

“Freeman College is the only place I know that does this kind 
of work... I am loving it”



Spoon 
Forging

“It’s All in the Rhythm”

The many skills in Spoon Forging  
with Andy West, tutor
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“It’s All in the Rhythm”

Callum, 1st-year, explains his enthusiasm 
r he el  an  reeman C lle e
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Callum shows the original piece of copper, the billet, and his 
forged spoon hammered and led ready for polishing.
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op le : Callum in the 
workshop at reeman 
College s agship  in the 
metal working district of 

he eld.

bo e: ared, nd yr, 
annealing his copper bowl, 
plunging it into water and 
returning to the an il for 
more shaping.

e : eyla, rd yr, using 
a domed shaped an il 
to work the shape and 
pa erning into her bowl.
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BEAD
MAKING

Melanie Rudd, Bead-making tutor, explains the skills and challenges

Bracelets and necklace made by students at Glasshouse College

at Glasshouse 
College
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Billy, 2nd-year
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CARPENTRY  Skills for Life

Julie with Philip in the workshop at Glasshouse College.
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their experiences in carpentry and the joy 
and pride they sho  ro  achie in  their 
projects. I love it when students enjoy 
co in  to y sessions  and I do thin  
showin  y own love or what I do  helps 
the  to enjoy and en a e in the su ject. I 
a  a i  eliever that hu our plays a ajor 
part in a in  the sessions un.

Julie Dixon, Carpentry Tutor
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Philip star ng his pro ect to build a stool out of wood 
e tracted by students in Woodland Management. 

Jordan, 3rd-year (above)

I started doin  carpentry when I very rst ca e to 
the colle e  did so e ore in y second year and 
started a in  the shelvin  this ter .  I have a lot 
o  a es and stu  at ho e and I need so ewhere 
to put the .

I had to draw the plan, how wide and how tall 
and how any shelves.  I decided on our shelves 
as I have uite a lot o  stu .  I had to decide what 
wood to use and I a  usin  ash, which is a hard 
wood. I a  usin  plywood or the ac , which has 
to e a certain thic ness, not too thic  or too thin.

he wood ca e ro  the our shes wood where 
the colle e has the woodland itchen, a or e, 

ow- a in , po ery and charcoal- a in .  he 
wood ca e as a rou hly-sawn plan  and I chose 
one that I would et enou h wood out o  and 
hadn t any splits in it. ulie cut o  the rou h ed es 
o  on a andsaw and then on the circular saw to 

ain strai ht ed es.

I then put it throu h the planer to et the ri ht 
thic ness, easured it and ar ed it, used a set 

s uare to et a line to cut with a handsaw.  I cut 
all the pieces to len th, then ar ed and drilled 
holes at points where the wood wouldn t split.  

hen I countersun  the holes or the screws to t. 
I screwed all the parts to ether, then I put in the 
screw plu s and cut the  o  to the ri ht len th.  I 
then sanded all the sides, o o  and top ready 
or it to e oiled.

I ve really enjoyed the project. I ve learnt so e 
new s ills, usin  the or ital sander, cu n  a 
strai ht line and learnt how to t the screw plu s.  
I ve used set s uares, etal rules, a drill and so e 
o  the other achinery.

I ve ained ore con dence, tal in  to people, 
ixin  in i er roups and learnin  ore 
echanical s ills in or  xperience.  I would 

li e to e an electrician or a echanic and et a 
uali ca on in these.  I rec on I a  ready to ove 

on, as it has een a ood experience at lasshouse 
olle e.

Philip, 1st-year

I was at a special needs college and the teachers 
told e a out lasshouse ollege as they new 
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I wouldn’t cope at a mainstream college. It’s 
di erent here, ut it’s going well.  I’ve done 
glass lowing, carpentry, mil ing the goats, willow 
wor , ead-ma ing, woodland management and 
wor ed at ale ead arm. I am a day student.

I had done some carpentry in school, ut they 
were only -minute sessions. y sessions here 
are  am to  pm, which gives the me to get into 
a project.  irst, I made a picture rame rom ash 
wood.  It was made y hand and nished with 
an or ital sanding machine and I put on some 
linseed oil, which rings out the grain and the nice 
pa erning. he ac  was nished in plywood and 
ulie too  a photo. 

y next project is to ma e a our-legged stool. I 
drew a design and I wanted to ma e curved legs.  
I measured how tall I wanted it to e, around  
cm, and how wide, which is  cm. o ma e the 
legs, I’ll draw on the wood, curve it and cut it with 
a jigsaw and y hand.  I’ll x the legs y ma ing 
joints.

I’ll ma e the seat out o  ash wood and the legs 
out o  eech wood. he wood comes rom our 
college arm. In oodland anagement, I’ve een 
elling sycamore trees as a team with the tutor. 
he woods are a onal rust and we help to clear 

the woods and we ma e plan s that can e used bo e: Philip s rst pro ect and, top, ripping ash by hand

in carpentry. I am enjoying carpentry, wor ing with 
ulie and the students who come here and also 

ma ing things out o  the nice wood. I am loo ing 
orward to having all the things in the exhi i on at 

the end o  year. o watch this space in the ummer 
 issue.
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ndre , 3rd-year, on e n  it ri ht

I have been making the moulds out of rubber and trying 
them out a er anny cut ow and air holes into the 
mould. I set up the speed, temperature and pressure on 
the cas ng machine and rota on me.  he temperature 
is important  if it is too cold, the pewter won’t run and 
if it is too hot, then it will run too well. he pressure 
enables the pewter to stay in the form, but if it is too 
li le, the pewter runs everywhere, and if it is too great, 
the pewter won’t run well and will be too at. It takes a 
few goes to get it right.

he molten pewter is heated and is ladled in. If you don’t 
ladle it in fast enough, then the pewter won’t run as it 
begins to dry and harden. If it goes in too fast, it won’t 
work and can spill over.

Josh D, 1st-year, sor n  out the rou h ed es

he decora ons are being made for the shop to sell and 
they want up to  of each, though some they only 
want .  he theme is on the welve ays of hristmas.  
I’ve done some cas ng and linishing. inishing is done 
on a machine belt sander which gets rid of all the rough 
edges and areas that are not coated properly.  hen we 
polish it to make it nice and shiny. inally, it is cleaned in 
the tumbler.

I enjoy doing this work and I like prac cal work.  I’ve been 
enjoying my rst weeks at reeman ollege, making loads 
of friends and doing spoon forging, pewter and making a 
silver ring in jewellery.

Pewter Christmas Decorations at Freeman College

Andrew pouring 
molten pewter 
into the cas ng 
machine.
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Josh T, 3rd-year, 
reducing stress
 
It has been really good here and 
Freeman College has helped me a 
lot in all of my subjects, I am be er 
with my hands and my stress levels 
have reduced. I like metalwork. 
I forget all about my stress and 
anxiety. I am a guitarist and music 
de-stresses me. I do music at 
college and at home.
 
I’ve done pewter work, copper 
spinning, spoon forging and 
external work experience with 
David Allison, who spins copper, 
brass and aluminium at the 
Butcher Works. My family and I 
have talked about the future and 
I am hoping to do something in 
pewter and learn the tricks of the 
trade.
  
I am independently walking around 
the city now, but not on buses yet 
as I am always worried about what 
might people say. I enjoy making 
these Christmas decora ons and I 
am looking forward to seeing them 
in the shop.

op le : Andrew 
with one of many 
moulds anny has 
made o er the 
years. 
op right: Josh 
 and anny 

releasing the 
freshly cast 
decora ons. 
Right: Josh  with 
a full mould of  
icicle star shapes. 

elow: Josh  
linishing up a 
decora on on a 
belt sander.
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Avi, 3rd-year, weaving his future at 
Freeman College

I started weaving in my rst year.  It was di cult 
at rst, but the more I did it, the easier it became.  
I made a massive rug on a peg loom using mul -
coloured pieces of wood.  It took me a whole term.  
I loved it and I’m impressed with and proud of my 
work.  It needed a lot of pa ence.  It is now on a 
wall in my at.
 
I’ve made other types of scarves using other types 
of looms.  I’ve used an inkle loom to make bands 
and belts and I made my waistcoat on a table 
loom.  hey have di erent func ons and they have 
di erent amounts of levers.  he more levers they 
have, the more complicated they are to work.

I was looking at all the things hanging on the 
walls and making a waistcoat was suggested to 
me by ybilla, a tutor.  he waistcoat was made 
in sec ons and we used a pa ern and made 
newspaper cu ngs to si e.  here are four 
sec ons.  I chose the colours and started weaving 
on the table loom with single yarn.  I made all 

the sec ons and joined them together with the 
sewing machine, as well as by hand sewing, and I 
sewed up the edges too.  I used the overlocker to 
help me cut out the shape and to stop it fraying.  
We used the template to shape the lining and 
used the sewing machine to sew it on.  I am very 
proud of this piece of work and it’s one of the 
biggest projects ever made in Weaving at Freeman 
College.

It has been awesome being at Freeman College 
and I wish it could carry on. I’ve enjoyed all the 
sessions and ac vi es and all the people who have 
been helping me out. I really appreciate it.  It has 
helped me with my con dence.

AVI’S 
WAISTCOAT

Main pictures: 
Avi in one of the 
weaving rooms 
at Sterling Works, 
She eld, with 
waistcoat and a 
scarf. 

Right:  Alex, 
rd year, with 

his woven scarf 
en oying his 
sessions with Avi.
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Land Work and  
Food Preparation

The Smokery
Gables Farm
Gables Grocery 
Store
Woodland Kitchen



The Smokery with Andy Crombie, supervisor

Since the Smokery opened in the past year, 
and equipping the facility to meet with health 
& hygiene standards, has enabled us to begin 
trading as a small business.  We are now able 
to take students for work experience and they 
help with a range of ac  vi  es  making jam 
and preserves, sausages and bacon, curing 
meat products,  lle  ng and packing  sh and  
weighing and packing  nished products.

The majority of the food we process is 
produced on the farm, so we aim to use 
as much of our own produce as possible. 

duca  onally, this o  ers students who have 
been on the farm to see the next stage of the 
process. I’ve had a chance to explain  to some 
students from the farm where the meat goes 
to next, such as the canteens or to be sold on.

There is a large local interest in good quality 
organic and biodynamic produce and, 
although we are s  ll small-scale, we are 
trading with two community-run shops in 
Horsley and Uley. We chose them to support 
local community projects.

The Smokery is going in the direc  on we 
want it to and is producing a small range of 
organically biodynamically cer   ed products, 
such as sausages and bacon.

Harvest, repara  on and roduc  on
Ruskin Mill Trust provides a comprehensive land-based curriculum at its 
biodynamic working farms and market gardens, and managed woodlands. 
The produce, grown, harvested and prepared with students, provides food, 
fuel and services to support our day and residen  al provision. ach ac  vity 
o  ers accredited voca  onal pathways, embedded func  onal and social skills and work 
experience within the Trust s integrated educa  onal curriculum.

arvest, Prepara  on and Produc  on at ables Farm, digs down to see how produce 
 nds its way to the new mokery, ables rocery tore and the new oodland itchen.

Andy, centre, with atasha, rd year, le  , and Ma  hew, rd
year, receiving tomatoes from the farm ready to be processed.

he Smokery is a new build and provision at Ruskin Mill College and we are 
grateful to ocal ood for funding the pro ect through the ig o  ery und.
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Cli , 3rd-year, doing ork xperience

I started in the Smokery in May. I like to know 
where food comes from and I’ve worked with the 
pigs, cows, chickens, sheep and vegetables on the 
farm.  I wanted to learn about the butchery side 
and how to smoke foods. 

ne of the rst things I did was lle ng the 
smoked trout from our sh farm. I nd working 
with animals and at the butchery interes ng. 
Fille ng a sh was di cult to start with, using 
very sharp knives, and health and hygiene is very 
important. I’ve done Food & Hygiene Level 3 in 
college.  I am doing an NVQ in Hospitality with 
Frances Graves, Woodland Kitchen tutor.

I’ve made bacon. We use the back from a pig 
which was raised on the farm.  I watched Andy 
doing the butchery and preparing the meat, taking 
the bones out, then I cured the meat by using 
curing salt, sugar and black pepper. This is rubbed 
into meat and le  in the fridge for about 3-  days.  
Then we slice the meat using a slicing machine 
and put it into bags and into the Vac Pak machine, 
which seals it air ght. Finally, we weigh, price and 
label it up and put it in our shop.

I’ve made ham and watched Andy prepare it.  Ham 
is put into a brine solu on water and salt  for  
days and then hung in the fridge to cure for up to 
six months. We’ve made pork sausages from our 
pigs, to which we add spices, pepper and salt, as 
well as thyme to some of them. We serve them 
both smoked and fresh.

We use a smoker which has sawdust, which is lit 
and it smokes the meat.  There is hot and cold 

smoking. Hot smoking cooks the meat, whereas 
cold smoking keeps the meat raw.  We smoke 
the trout. We’ve been making jams, with so  
fruits from the freezer, marmalade with oranges 
from Gables Grocery Store, and passata, which 
is an Italian tomato-based sauce.  We also make 
sauerkraut which is pickled cabbage. I tried some: 
it’s OK.

We use only organic or biodynamic produce. All 
the food on the farm is biodynamic and everything 
else is organic.  It’s been an excellent experience. 

Above: Cli  preparing tomatoes for passata sauce 
and, below, with Andy and a nished ar ready for use.
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I’ve been learning new skills. It is really sa sfying to see all our produce going out to our kitchens, the 
shop and out to our households. I am going to be a chef and I would like to work in a local country pub. 
I’ve worked at a caf  in Nailsworth Scrump ous  on a Friday and I have a job in uskin Mill Co ee Shop 
at weekends.

Peter Skinner, farm tutor

Students engage in all aspects of rearing pigs, 
Gloucestershire Old Spots and a Saddleback boar. 
Daily care involves feeding, watering, pu ng in 
bedding, cleaning the yard and checking numbers, 
health and security. Through teamwork and 
con dence, students work increasingly more 
independently and develop empathy with the 
animals. We produce as much feed as possible on 
the farm and witnessing the birth of piglets is a 
special experience.  

At the other end of the process, students see 
the pigs going o  to slaughter, come back to the 
Smokery for butchery and go to the shop and 
canteens for ea ng. Having cared for the pigs, this 
inevitably raises ques ons and produces di ering 
emo onal and ethical responses which we openly 
address as part of the whole cycle of rearing 
animals for food. The Smokery now o ers students 
to further engage in this process.

Rob, 1st-year

I enjoy feeding the pigs with fodder beet and 
carrot heads. I put the pellets into buckets and get 
the fodder beet from the elds. The sow had nine 

piglets recently but two of them died.  Seeing the 
piglets for the rst me was new for me, wriggling 
and squeaking, but they didn’t like being picked 
up. I understand where the pigs go for slaughter 
and then to the smokery for cu ng up, but I like 
ea ng the meat in our canteens.

Blake, 2nd-year

It felt good to see the li le piglets, and the 
fer liser from the pig manure is good to use on the 

farm for growing vegetables. The pigs 
go to the slaughter house and we get 
to eat the meat, bacon and sausages 
which are made at the Smokery. 

Pete, 1st-year

We muck out the yard and put it 
into a wheelbarrow.  This goes to the 
compost and rots down to help the 
vegetables grow. We had to pick all 
the fodder beet from the elds, which 
is a kind of vegetable that pigs like 
and are fed in the winter.

Old Spot

Above: Milo, 2nd-year, feeding the family of Old Spots 
with tutor, ieran. elow: utor Peter, le , with Pete, 
1st-year, feeding turkeys in the orchard.
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Grace Adams, Shop Lead

Gables Grocery Store provides foods and 
wholefoods for the households and team houses 
and also provides work experience opportuni es 
for students. We take as much produce as possible 
from the farm, hor culture and animal husbandry 
and the Smokery.  Everything else is supplied to be 
as biodynamic, organic and local as possible.

Work experience is extremely important as the 
students have to interact with customers and 
whilst prac cing their work skills, which is really 
valuable.  Many students want to go into retail or 
catering and some students are now employed 
both in the café and the shop.  We are hoping to 
be able to serve the general public, if and when 
we get the permission to do so.  The shop provides 
an essen al educa onal service for uskin Mill 
College, including coun ng, literacy and numeracy, 
motor and social skills, restocking, washing, 
cleaning, dying and handling orders.

Hayden, 3rd-year

I’ve been working at Gables Grocery Store for a 
few terms doing internal work experience.  We 
serve house-parents, sta  and students, but not 
the public, as we are wai ng for permission from 

Gables Grocery 
Store

the council.  We price up, work on a ll, clean and 
dy shelves and we handle the orders as they 

come in.  I worked on the farm in my rst year, 
doing animal husbandry.  I helped plant potatoes. 
We get salads, vegetables and meat from the farm 
and Andy bought sausages from the Smokery.

Lucy, 3rd-year

I worked in the shop doing internal work 
experience in my rst year.  I am also working 
in the Coop in Nailsworth doing external work 
experience. At Gables Grocery Store I do the 
pricing and the bread order, which comes in on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  I’ve worked at the ll 
serving customers.  I enjoy working on the shop.  
At the Coop, I sort out the shelves and making sure 
that they are all stocked.  I some mes work on the 

ll there.

Lauren, 3rd-year,  in the Shop

What jobs do you in the shop?  
I do the stocking of the shelves and I use the ll to 
pay for all the food, so we know that we have been 
paid.

Why are these jobs important?  
Because it is important to check the dates on the 
food to see their sell-by dates.

What have you learnt?  
To use the ll and how to count money.  It will help 
with my maths that I nd di cult.

Lucy working on the fresh vegetables from the farm.

Lucy with ayden on the ll with tutor, Leila.
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Fresh Veg

It has been a good year for 
vegetables and root crops from 
the elds high on a Cotswold 
ridge. Above, tutor Ma as 
le  with Ma hew, rd-year, 

harves ng cabbage and parsley 
from the herb garden. 

Le : lake, 2nd-year, preparing 
the trailer for the Michaelmas 
es val, where Ruskin Mill 

College celebrates the harvest 
and the drama department 
entertains people with the story 
of St George and the dragon, 
symbolic of good triumphing 
over evil, in prepara on for the 
coming winter.

Above: Lucy serving members of the residen al sta  and sor ng carrots.
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The Woodland Kitchen

Frances Graves, Woodland Kitchen tutor

We started using the Woodland Kitchen for college 
in September.  It is great having the space and 
the working island where sta  and students can 
come together and see what we are all doing.  The 
classroom space works well and can be closed 
and used separately or opened up and used for 
an event.  We cook for up to  sta  and students 
daily and o er quali ca ons in Health & Hygiene, 
from Entry to Level , and in Food Prepara on.  We 
can also o er an NVQ in Hospitality.

We get our main root crops seasonally from the 
farm, including potatoes, carrots and onions, as 
well as salad, herbs, brassicas, beetroot, cabbage 
and chard.  We also get so  fruit and apples, 
and whole trout from the Fish Farm, which gives 
the students experience of the whole sh and 
deboning it.  The farm also provides beef, lamb and 
pork and we have just made a meal of roast beef.  
We also have received a ham from the Smokery.

If the weather is bad, we now have enough space 
for everyone to sit inside.  We have a wood-

red stove and the coppicing team provide us 
with seasoned wood, which has been gathered, 
transported, sawn and chopped by our students.  
The rst thing we do in the morning, therefore, 
is to light the re, although we can keep it in 
overnight. Students enjoy the new machinery that 
we have, such as the steriliser, and they are now 
able to use it on their own, which is good training 

and work experience for the future. We also have 
someone from the func onal skills team to work 
with the students on numeracy and literacy.

Ross, 1st-year
 
We’ve been making curries, soup, jacket potatoes 
and chocolate brownies.  Students and sta  come 
in to have lunch and we make a main meal, a 
pudding and have a basket of fruit. I enjoy cooking 
and it is going very well in my rst term at uskin 
Mill College.  We cook many things grown on the 
farm.

Le :, Ross preparing parsley from the herb garden. 
Above: Ashley with Caitlin, Support Worker, coring 
apples from the orchard. elow: Ross with trout from 
the college s sh farm.
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Ashley, 3rd-year
 
I’ve been helping with lunch and have completed my Health and 
Hygiene Level 2.  I work at our canteens, including the Woodland 
Kitchen, Horsley Mill and Ruskin Mill Café for work experience.  I 
like catering and help people to cook meals and provide food for 
everyone. Working in the new Woodland Kitchen has been very 
good and we’re ge ng to know where everything is.  We have been 
making pasta bake, vegetable curry, soup and rolls and meals with 
lamb from the farm.  We make puddings and cake, provide fruit 
and yoghurt and drinks such as apple juice.  We cook with organic 
products and I enjoy catering.

Fresh Fruit & Juice

op: Sta  and students enjoying a bit of banter at the new Woodland 
itcken which caters for up to  people.

Above and right: Joe, 1st-year, picking Ashmead s ernal apples in the 
orchard, juicing with en in the hor culture centre, and pressing with 
tutor, im, providing the canteens with apple juice.
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Before I came to this college I never 
thought I would drive a tractor. 
I had only seen two tractors in my life. I 
like to work with animals so I chose farm 
courses where using the tractor is just 
part of ge ng the work done. 

Kate Broad, my farm tutor, gave me my 
rst tractor driving lesson. We sat next 

to each other in the cab and she showed 
me how to work the levers and how to 
stop. Then we drove slowly across the 
yard to get a bale of silage on the spike 
and dropped it in the ring feeder in the 
yard for the cows to eat. It was my rst 

me of driving anything. It was a thrilling 
experience  

Driving a tractor is like learning any new skill. It was quite di cult at the start but then I drove it a few 
mes and got the hang of it. The tractor is a green and yellow John Deere. It looks like a monster but is 

easier to drive than I thought it would be. We mainly use it to move heavy things around the farm. It’s 
big and loud and I enjoy driving it. 

I never saw a woman drive a tractor before I came here. Like everyone else, I thought only men drive 
tractors. I did a Google search and found out that all over the world and back in me, women drive 
tractors. Women like my nan drove tractors during the war in the Women’s Land Army. Chinese women 
have been driving tractors since the 1950s. 

There is a tractor company in India that does tractor training for women because the men are leaving 
the farms to work in ci es and women are doing all the farm work. I am doing the tractor training course 
which takes a year. I also want to do my driving test. Driving the tractor will help me pass my driving test. 

My advice to students who want to drive the tractor is be calm, safe and sensible so people can trust 
you.  Then enjoy It

Tractor Driving is GREAT
says Heidi

Happiness is a John Deere!
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Art, Drama
& Sport

Pericles
Art Therapy
Nailsworth Bus Stop
Printmaking
History of Art
Special Olympics

“To see your 
players present 
their play with 
such presence and 
engagement... 
was a wonderful 
experience”

26



PERICLES PRINCE of TYRE
at Glasshouse Arts Centre

The Story as Told 
by The Glasshouse Bards

Thirty Glasshouse College students, sta ,  
Eurythmists, volunteers and ar s c produc on 
contributors worked over a period of eight 
months, and brought Shakespeare’s Pericles to 
performance in the promenade at the Glasshouse 
Arts Centre. The following re ec ons are taken 
from students and sta  following the last night’s 
performance.

What was the play about?

This play is an adventure and roman c comedy 
about Prince Pericles’ travels around the 
Mediterranean Sea, where he escapes an 
assassin, meets his wife, has a child and loses 
them both.

In the second half, thinking he has lost his wife 
and child, he refuses to cut his hair or wash, but 
he meets his daughter who is now 1  or 19  and 
is reunited with her.  They go to Ephesus to say 
his prayers to the great Diana.  Here he meets 
his wife, who is a priestess, and they get back 
together.  Joy.  The End.

Someone said: Piecing and comple ng a family 
jigsaw together, only to have it broken and lost, 
believed forever, then nding the pieces by 
chance to complete the family jigsaw once again.  

Another: It is about a man who loses his family, 
then nds them again.   

And a fourth: It is about a group of people trying 
to make imagina on, reality.

“It’s the best play I’ve ever seen”
Audience member

Above: The cast enjoying well-deserved applause in the 
fabulous new Arts Centre at Glasshouse College. 
Below: Marcus as Pericles and Nicola as Marina.
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What did we do in this produc on?

In September we were all in the circle and did 
the golden hoop. We developed our voice by 
speech exercises like “I can see how link lock 
who...” We also did mime and trust exercises 
and looked at the characters and improvised 
and tried the scenes. 

In December we read the play for the rst 
me and cast the characters. In January we 

came back and had learned some lines.  By 
Easter we walked through the whole play and 
as Marcus reminded us... ‘when the going 
gets tough, the tough get going’. 

A er Easter we worked through the play and 
we were using masks and props and se ng, 
and we had to work on our courage.  A er 
June half term, when most of us had learned 
all our lines we moved into the Furnace 
auditorium. When we got into a pickle, some 
of us had each other’s backs...and we started 
on Wednesday 12th June.

How did we feel during the process?

John, actor and student: “I felt nervous at the 
start. I enjoyed helping Marcus. I enjoyed it. 
I enjoyed ac ng. It was hard work doing the 
play, we has to put a lot into it, prac sing our 
lines and ac ng out our parts, so I felt red, 
but pleased with myself. I felt like I had more 
concentra on as the rehearsals went on.” 

Hardeep, musician and student: “I felt 
con dent, not shy. I rehearsed well.” 

Josh, musician and student: “I was excited 
and intrigued at rehearsals. As the play got 
closer some anxie es started to kick in. In 
the actual process of performing I found 
it very enjoyable. A er we nished it felt 
worthwhile.”

Richard Field, actor & tutor: “I felt reluctant 
at rst but as me wore on I became 
concerned about whether we could pull o  
something so ambi ous with untested lead 
actors. But on the rst night, I saw everything 
come together. I felt a burden li ed and I 
was able to enjoy it. Every day the students 
enjoyed it more and performed be er.”  

From top: John as Pirate 1, Nicola as Marina, Dan as Pirate 2; 
Linda as Bawd and Jus n as Boult.

Dan as night and Marcus as Pericles.

Wayne as Sailor; Marcus as Pericles and Olivia as Lycorida.

Why Shakespeare, Why Pericles?

Marcus: “Pericles is not the only hero, but we are the hero’s, doing what we were supposed to be doing, 
pu ng smiles on people’s faces, especially li le ones and even our proud parents... when we embrace 
this giant step into ac ng we could go through anything in life.”
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Above: Mike Chase, ar s c director centre , with students 
Nafeesa the show’s MC  and Hardeep musician , taking a 
few moments a er another excellent college produc on.

Audience members Don and Brenda summed up 
everyone s reac on:

“ To see your players present their play with such 
presence and engagement, to promenade, to be really 
caught up in the play with you all was a wonderful 
experience, equal to RSC in its own way.”

Marcus, le , student , as 
Pericles and Richard Field 
as Helicanus. Right: Mike 
as the fool and Chris as a 
lady of the night.

Chris Wager: ‘Shakespeare’s plays have an inherent psychodrama to them because they have very 
heroic stories which relate in some ways to the individual journeys of everybody… We all have our own 
journeys in our inner selves, and having this experience in the play helps us to take one step further 
towards becoming our own inner hero and our own Pericles.’

Rudolf Steiner: ‘What lives in Shakespeare works into the soul and mind of the child, and becomes in 
the child a strong impelling force… a power lives in his drama c work that not only always gives us fresh 
enthusiasm but also kindles within us  in our imagina ons, in our spiritual natures  our own crea ve 
powers. Shakespeare has a wonderfully meless power and, in this power, he is modern, as modern as 
can be.’ 
pp.212-21  Steiner, R. 1 , Waldorf Educa on and Anthroposophy 1; Anthroposophic Press 1 .
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How does Art help these resilient and 
very special souls? 

Art Therapy at Glasshouse College

Art Therapy is one of the discrete therapeutic sessions offered at Ruskin Mill Trust 
provision to complement the many hands-on, practical skills activities delivered in the 
curriculum. Loraine, Liam and Sam shed some light and colour on why Art Therapy is 
important in their lives.
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I work with paint on wet paper.  Working in Art 
helps me to slow down, like taking deep breaths.  

I have worked with Loraine for the best part of two 

Artwork by:  Peter Spencer, Yousef Al Fuzia, Darren Ings and Luke Stevens
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Andy Davies, tutor

The project came about with Olly asking if he 
could paint his local bus stop in Horsley.  We put 
together a design involving Nailsworth’s twin town 
of Lèves in France and, by coincidence, the Lèves 

College for a meal and get-together.  We presented 
our project and the council and mayor asked if we 

few months preparing the stencils and completed 
the project in mid-June, having been blessed with 
good weather. 

We are now planning a visit to Lèves with a similar 

good, with both young and old stopping to enjoy it.   

and they saw a long project through, despite 
stencilling being challenging and requiring a lot of 

Olly, ex-student

includes the landscape around Nailsworth and the 

be a main industry.  It also includes the clock tower 

sledgehammers are breaking through the wall to 

reveal Chartres Cathedral, which can be seen from 
Lèves in France.

good so far.  This was about the last project before 

It does feel good to have a job and get paid.

I am going to college in Cheltenham to do a 
Level 2 in Catering and I hope to go onto a Level 
3.  It is challenging as we have to cook meals to 
a professional standard, but I am enjoying the 

helped me to move on to a mainstream college.

Nailsworth and Lèves Art Project
The new wall at one of the bus shelters in Nailsworth. Right: Olly, standing, with Andy and the tools of the trade.

Olly and Tom, ex-student, who also worked on the project
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Print Making: The River Map Exhibition
The River Map Project by Patricia Digby, tutor

The Cotswold Conserva  on Board, Stroud Nature, and Walking the Land, had been looking at the Stroud 
Valleys’ landscape, through the River Map project culmina  ng with an exhibi  on at the Museum in the 
Park, Stroud. I took two students through the valley to look at our river and ponds, make sketches and 
get some of the trout reared on our  sh farm. We returned to the print making workshop to produce art-
work to contribute to the exhibi  on. Here are two pieces by Thomas and Ashley, both 3rd-year students 
at Ruskin Mill College.

Thomas

We went to the  sh farm so we could get some  sh 
to draw. We fed the  sh and when they came close, 
caught them in a net. Two of them were hit on the 
head so we could have them. We took them back 
to draw. Close up they looked di  erent from what I 
thought they would. I drew the shapes on cardboard 
and cut into it to make the detail of their skin and 
 ns. I learnt to print the  sh onto thick, damp paper. 

I really liked how they came out and taking them to 
the museum.

Ashley

I did not want to draw a  sh as I am more of a 
water kind of guy. So I drew the pa  ern of a river. 
Water goes in curves and  ows and I added more 
rivers overlapping. I transferred my drawing onto 
cardboard to make a print, called a collograph. Be-
cause the sec  on ended, we reversed it to make a 
mirror image so the water could keep  owing, like 
the never ending staircase by Escher. I cut away 
some of the excess card, varnished and printed. 
When then  took the prints to the Museum for the 
exhibi  on.

Thomas, le  , next to Ashley with Tara, an ar  st 
and organiser of the exhibi  on in the Museum in 
the Park, Stroud.
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When I started at Freeman College and saw 
History of Art on my metable, I thought “I 
wonder what this has to o er,” and we started 
o  with a bang - literally  We actually created a 
group pain ng based on the Big Bang. In school, 
I worked with students of similar ability and ways 
of communica ng, so it was a new experience 
to work with others very di erent from me. This 
helped me to understand people’s di erences and 
use my role modelling skills to inspire and guide 
others.

I found out more about my strengths and 
weaknesses in session. I found it di cult to get 
used to all the di erent tutors and sessions. In 
session, I found some things be er than others. 
We used Earth’s natural materials, like pigment 
powders ground up, collected s cks and stones 

James on History of Art at Freeman College

from the site at Tintagel House to make an ‘early 
man’ home. My thought process had to be in 
gear during making my ‘home’, I faced problems 
on the way but tackled them with real guts. It 
was a long straining process but in the end, I 
came out on top. 

I have really enjoyed History of Art and am 
currently making a mask using di erent methods, 
and have lots more good ideas for the sessions to 
come  

I am slowly discovering my strengths and also 
my weaknesses, so hopefully we will build up 
a weakness and turn it into a strength. My 
strengths are in my imagina on, which is a strong 
point in my art but 
a weakness is my 
lack of pa ence 
and pace, so I tend 
to rush. I need to 
be mo vated to 
work, otherwise 
I don’t see the 
point. I need to see 
the point in what 
I do, for it to be a 
good result.

James, 1st-year

Left: James with mask 
and, right, with his 
‘early man’ home.

From left: 
James
Tim, support worker
Tom, 1st-year
Rebecca, tutor
Hayley, 2nd-year
Jodie, support worker
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Mum reports on Alicia’s achievements

Alicia is an athlete with the Special Olympics  
Worcester. She trains in Bromsgrove every week 
and competes in the 100m, 200m, relay and long 
jump plus basketball. For two years running, she 
has won the region’s award for  “Top Female 
Athlete”.  Alicia competes regularly in regional 
events all over the country and  in August 2013 she 
took part over ve days in the Na onal Games , 
which were held in Bath. 

Over 1 00 athletes from the whole of Great 
Britain competed at the games and Alicia achieved 
the fantas c result of silver medals in both the 
individual 100m and the 4 by 100m relay. Alicia 
has now been chosen as one of only 4 girls to 
represent Great Britain as part of the athle cs 
squad, to compete in the European Games being 
held in Antwerp next September (2014). Squad 
training begins in Runcorn in the coming weeks - a 
very exci ng me

Mum and Hannah’s special talents
Hannah loves sports and keeping t.  She regularly 
trains in athle cs with Special Olympics groups 
both at home and now with the Worcester group 
and for several years has been a member of 
the mainstream Brecon Athle cs Club.  She has 
competed in many local, na onal and interna onal 
games and was picked as a member of team 
Special Olympics GB to go to the World games in 
Athens in 2011 where she won a gold medal in 

Gold and Silver at Special Olympics

the 100m and silver in the shot pu . Hannah is a 
talented ar st and accessed the local High School 
to do A level Art where she gained a grade C.  
Hannah was head girl of her school in Brecon and 
was awarded the Powys High Sheri ’s award for 
excellence in 2012.

She was chosen because of her achievements 
in sport and as an ambassador for children with 
learning di cul es to be an Olympic Torchbearer 
for the 2012 games. Hannah is enjoying learning 
new skills at the Glasshouse College and is 
determined to make the most of her me there.

Alicia, 2nd le , 
with her silver 
relay team 
including Olivia, 
right, a Glasshouse 
student.

Hannah with Olympic Torch in 2012
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Functional Skills 
& Work Experience  

“I have made 
immense 

progress”

 Brantwood Specialist School

Dyslexia Awareness

IT Schools for Africa



Brantwood students started the school year with a 
whole range of messy science experiments; looking 
at the e ects of water pressure by making rockets, 
exploding paint and a drinks dispensing system, 
which the pupils found very funny as the teacher 
got soaked in the process. “We have spent me 
looking at foods that we eat and what is in them 
like GM foods and chewing gum. We have looked 
at how the human body works and made a model 
of a person with func onal internal organs. One 
student commented ‘I really enjoyed looking at the 
diges ve system and how it works and what the 
end products are!”

We have studied a range of poetry and stories 
from around the world on nature and the seasons 
as well as fes vals from di erent countries and 
looked at the how di erent cultures celebrate 
harvest. Throughout the last term we have been 
looking at how our world is changing with global 
warming, what we can do to help and what e ect 
this could have. We have even made and used rain 
gadgets to calculate how much rainfall we have 
had each week. Rob Holland, Class Teacher, and
History brought to life.

Last term’s theme was “Nature” and the idea 
of crea ng a full sized Totem Pole in woodwork 
emerged. This is an interes ng and engaging 
project which embodies the student woodworker’s 
connec on with nature. A er researching the 
history of North American carvings, the students 
discovered the wonderful variety and richness 
of exis ng examples and were really keen to 

get started. The rst stage was producing small 
scale clay models in the classroom which give 
the students an easy means of expressing their 
ini al ideas.  Everyone enjoyed the tac le and 
forgiving quali es of this medium.  The works they 
have produced have now been sent o  to be red. 
The next stage was for each student to produce 
small scale Totem carvings in the classroom. A er 
this ini a on to the rigours of carving into green 
wood, (and they soon learn how much hard work 
is required), they can begin to work on the full 
scale version outside, Bri sh weather permi ng of 
course! Dave Akehurst, Woodwork Teacher.

Scien c Outdoor Adventures
Students have worked on the theme of Nature last 
half term, inves ga ng the ways seasons show 
themselves in Brantwood’s garden, our outdoor 
educa onal facility at Eyam and elsewhere in 
the city. Students have wrapped plants in plas c 
bags and placed cut owers in dye in order to 
understand how plants use water to live. Some 
careful measurements including using microscopes 
have enabled good analy cal work to take place.

“We have made ‘houses’ for hedgehogs and bees. 
These were well researched and designed and 
camou aged in the school gardens…but sadly 
no hedgehogs have moved in yet! We think they 
might be scared of the local foxes but we will keep 
you posted!” Many students have developed map 
skills. Looking at local maps in pairs and using 

Brantwood Specialist School’s 
Action-Packed Start to New Term

continued overleaf

37Brantwood Specialist School ~ Run of the Mill ~ Winter 2013



materials like 
string it has been 
discovered that 
She eld is at 
least 9 mes 
bigger than 
Rotherham! 
They have also 
es mated how 
much of the local 
area is made 
up of rivers and 

further inves gated by visi ng the river at Padley 
Gorge. “We med oa ng s cks and found the 
water ows at about 2 metres per second.”

John Ruskin class also looked at endangered 
species around the world, and then focussed 
on the Amazon River dolphin to create some 
posters for an awareness campaign. Students 
have inves gated the solar system and considered 
Galileo’s important role in our knowledge. This 
included making ballis c gel and observing the 
e ects of throwing it out of the window! Ruskin 
Mill founder, Aonghus Gordon, witnessed the 
event and we are happy to report he was narrowly 
missed! At the end of the last half term, students 
were turning their a en on towards Halloween, 
its history and meanings, as well as preparing for 
the school Halloween celebra on. Jus n Hunter, 
Class teacher.

Life in the Coach House
With the new purpose-built accommoda on 
recently opened for the residen al students at 
Brantwood, we asked ‘What is the new house 
really like ’ In his own words, one student shared 
with us his thoughts on life in the Coach House.

”I like it here, the sta  are friendly; they have got 
me on a strict diet though and I have lost a lot 
of weight which is good. We eat lots of healthy 
meals, all of the recipes come from my cookbooks; 
this week we are having Salmon and Spring Onion 
Omele e, Honey and Mustard Pork Chops, Veggie 
Sausage and Mash, Carbonara and Soup. We have 
way too much Quorn meat though which is just 
mushroom fungus and real meat just twice a week.

In the evenings I do climbing, po ery, and pain ng 
and some mes have friends over. We do lots of 
prac cal and crea ve stu . It’s not all fun though; 
the rules are really strict and we have to do the 
cleaning and shopping too! The house is nice but 
the cockerel wakes me up every morning. It is 
very homely here. This week, we are going to a 

rework display and o cial Christmas opening at 

a garden centre. I go every year with my mum and 
this year sta  will be coming too. We are hoping 
to pick up an angel to go on top of the Christmas 
tree! The school is really nice too, we do ac vi es 
on a Friday and the other kids are really nice. I go 
back home on the weekends and in the school 
holidays”. Residen al student.

Charity Cake Sale
Macmillan Cancer Support hosted The World’s 
Biggest Co ee Morning recently, and this year 
Brantwood students were keen to take part by 
hos ng their very own co ee morning, with a 
cake sale to raise money for the charity. Sta  and 
students spent me baking a delicious selec on 
of cakes, buns and biscuits and these were out 
for sale during morning break. Co ee and tea 
were served by some of the students, and people 
made dona ons to the charity. There were also a 
few games on the go like, ‘guess how many co ee 
beans in the jar’. The morning was a great success, 
all the cakes were eaten and the school raised 0 
for this fantas c cause. Laura Ellis, Admissions.
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Dyslexia: The Impact on Individuals 
by Jo Fleming, Func  onal Skills Tutor at Freeman College

Dyslexia is common and a  ects 1 in 10 people.  People with dyslexia could be said to have a di  erent 
way of thinking, one which can be crea  ve, ar  s  c and entrepreneurial and can provide many gi  s 
which, with reasonable adjustments, shouldn’t be a barrier to success. Dyslexia a  ects people 
di  erently, and in greater or lesser degrees, which includes a range of abili  es such as reading, spelling, 
organisa  on, short term verbal & working memory and processing  me, directly impac  ng on an 
individual’s capability to remember instruc  ons, tell the  me or read a map for instance. It is o  en 
misunderstood and tradi  onal teaching methods can leave people with dyslexia feeling as though they 
are failures and can’t do things they have the poten  al to do. 

Once students understand themselves and develop strategies which work for them, they realise this 
isn’t true.  In fact many of our students are surprised to realise that they are capable of di   cult maths, 
once shown how to remember the methods. At Freeman College, we work towards suppor  ng people to 
understand their individual strengths and areas of di   culty in order to teach strategies which can enable 
individuals to reach their poten  al at college and beyond.  Our holis  c curriculum supports students to 
feel ready to access this in English and Maths Dyslexia Sessions, who can then engage in a meaningful 
way with the world, with growing con  dence in their ability to do so.  Working across the curriculum 
helps students apply and use strategies learned so that they become integrated skills for life.

The correct interven  on can have a great impact and two prior students, who had given up on being 
able to read and write before a  ending Freeman College, are now working and engaging with maths and 
English every day. One has his own business and emails regularly to let us know how well he is doing, 
another has applied the strategies learnt here to start to undertake administra  ve work at Chatsworth 
House.  Both are realising their poten  al in a way previously they never felt they could.

Alex, a 3rd-year student who has bene  ted greatly from the support he has received and who was 
involved in our recent Dyslexia Awareness campaign at Freeman College, shares some of his insights.

Beyond Words
Dyslexia Awareness

Beyond Words’, our awareness exhbi  on above, highlighted the fact that dyslexia can a  ect 
not only reading and wri  ng but also maths, memory and organisa  on.

continued overleaf
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My experience of dyslexia began at school where 
I would struggle in maths lessons with areas of 
maths that my peers took for granted. For example 
I remember struggling with my ve mes table 
when the other members of my class were on to 
the next mes table. I found the subject of maths 
like trying to learn another language with extra 
di cult bits thrown in. My experience is largely 
from secondary school in which due to being in 
the second to lowest set due to my lack of maths 
skills I had low self-esteem stemming from the 
fact everyone in the class seemed to understand 
these mythical concepts that to me seemed like an 
extra-terrestrial language that I just was not able 
to comprehend. 

I started to tell myself that I was thick and I was 
o en made the target of bullies who would call 
me names and mock me when I would go my 
maths support.  In fact my fear and dislike of maths 
went to the point that I verbally said on several 
occasions that I thought that all maths teachers 
should go into Room 101.  I found all the numbers 
to be like a massive mental tsunami overwhelming 
myself to the extent that in shops I would just 
hand over ten and twenty pound notes without 
being aware of the price and value of items. 

I feel that this college has enabled me to 
understand and translate the strange language of 

My Experience of Dyslexia by Alex, 3rd-year

mathema cs by going through the di erent areas 
and using a variety of methods to enable me to 
develop my con dence and ability using maths. 

This has included using visual aids to represent 
thousands, hundreds, tens and units.  I feel that 
the support and understanding from tutors has 
helped my con dence in maths and, by working 
one to one with the tutor and with other students, 
has helped me to see I am not the only one who 
struggles at maths. 

By opera ng in a relaxed environment I have 
steadily increased in my understanding of math 
mythical concepts to working out the change 
which has been done via maths games and 
worksheets. I have become con dent with this to 
the extent that in real life I can and will work out 
my change and usually get the correct answer.  
This con dence has meant that I can gure out a 
variety of mathema cal concepts such as addi on, 
subtrac on, working out change and prices and 
the mes tables.  

I have made immense progress in understanding 
the twenty-four hour clock, to the extent that I 
now feel con dent reading bus & train metables 
and have been able to gure out, on my own, 
which train to catch and when it arrives and leaves.  

Previous page: Dyslexia Awareness display ‘Beyond Words’ outside the dining hall at Freeman College’s 
campus in the centre of She eld.  Above: Alex in session at the college’s Tintagel House in Nether Edge.
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Monis Khalifa, IT manager,
 explains the mission

businessman.  I found a used computer in the skip 

WORK EXPERIENCE at 
IT SCHOOLS FOR AFRICA

Work Experience is an opportunity for 

IT Schools for Africa

from the other.

them to distribute them to other countries in 

he can instruct them. He is happy to be here and 

others.

www. itschoolsafrica.org

continued overleaf

41Ruskin Mill College ~ Run of the Mill ~ Winter 2013



Alex, 3rd-year, on college and computers

IT and computers have always been a part of 
my life since I was young, for instance, doing 
school work or work at my previous placement at 
Gloucestershire College in Cheltenham. I came to 
Ruskin Mill College as it seemed like the only place 
that suited my needs, as I have quite a few learning 

needed.

what I wanted to get out of learning, rather than 
doing something which I am not interested in.  At 
my previous college, I was put in a group with a 

was not able to have the support I needed.

to me and to ask how I feel in order to meet my 

and I am working mainly through the arts. I started 
work experience at IT Schools Africa in my second 
year.  I had to be transported in as I could not 
travel independently, but now I catch the bus with 
my tutor and hope to travel independently soon.

Because I had a background and interest in 
computers, it made sense to come and do work 
experience here. The idea of combining something 

Working here has helped me to learn about 
the working environment and has made me 

communicate.

I have learnt some things about computers, but I 
know a lot about them already, so I can help others 
with my knowledge. I’m hoping to go into graphic 
design, but I am not sure yet how to go about that.  

now and am more ready to move on now.

Above: Alex checking a donated computer and, below, working with a varied group of volunteers.
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Fundraising 
and 
Development
Printing Press
Phase 3
The Field Centre
Clervaux Trust

“I am absolutely 
delighted that 
Glasshouse College 
has secured this 
funding... so that 
it can support 
businesses, the 
community and 
young people 
with learning 
disabili es even more 
e ec vely.” 
Margot James MP
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Clervaux: News from up North.

Ee by gum, it were a grand day out!  Well 
actually quite a few grand days out, a 
whole summer of them in fact.  This year 
Clervaux has made its mark on the Yorkshire 
Showground in Harrogate, having been at 
no fewer than four shows there.  There 
might not be many of us at Clervaux just 
now, but we have a lot to shout about.  Vikki 
(residen al manager) and Lone (tex les 
tutor) began our me in Harrogate by 
making 210 pieces of felt with children from 
ten local schools.  The big event was the 
three-day Great Yorkshire Show in July.  This 
is one of the biggest agricultural shows in 
the country and thousands of people travel  
for miles to see it, so much so that it can 

take you hours to travel the nal few miles.  We 
went there at 7 o’clock each morning to beat the 
tra c and show o  our cra s of wool, clay and 
wood.  As usual, the pole lathe made the biggest 
mess but they s ll invited us back.

In early September our focus was on tex les at the 
wool weekend.  This year Emile the farmer’s son 
(and appren ce) brought along a couple of our 
Hampshire Down sheep. They were on ne form 
and enjoyed their day out by deciding to escape 
from their pen to have a look at the other stalls.

We have just had our nal trip to the Showground 
this year for Countryside Live in the middle of 
October, where we helped provide cra  interest in 
the sheep tent.  We did not take any of ours this 

me but did spin and knit and felt their eece.  

Clervaux Trust Joins Ruskin Mill Trust
Clervaux Trust, near Darlington, North orkshire, which was set up to provide educa onal services for 
young people who are Not in duca on, mployment or Training (N TS), has o cially joined Ruskin 
Mill Trust. Clervaux Trust was chosen as a government-sponsored pilot scheme, on the back of a White 
Paper, but funding ended in 2012. Added to this, the recent cut-backs and a change in funding services 
from the Learning and Skills Council to Local Authori es, has impacted on its opera ons. Clervaux, 
with the support of Freeman College, has started to rebuild its services through the renowned method 
delivered by Ruskin Mill Trust for young people and adults with special educa onal  needs. 
Chris Helliwell, long-term tutor at Clervaux, reports on his busy summer.

44 Clervaux Trust ~ Run of the Mill ~ Winter 2013



This was an experiment by the Agricultural Society 
to educate the public and the sheep farmers 
themselves about how wool is processed and 
used.  So much of this has now been lost and 
forgo en by the younger genera on and quite a 
few older men came up to us to to talk fondly of 
how they had worked in the woollen mills of the 
West Riding and Lancashire, mills that have now 
nearly all gone.  I learnt a lot and they learnt about 
Clervaux in return. 

So that we wouldn’t be bored at weekends, we 
also had an art exhibi on, featuring the work of 
twelve local ar sts down on the farm at Clow Beck, 
and a ended our local show at Hurworth.  This 

me, they gave us an even bigger space to ll, so 
as well as the usual cra s and a great 
display of wonderful vegetables, we took 
along a travelling circus of four goats, 
four pigs and three sheep.  The goats 
went for a wander and the pigs ploughed 
up the grass in their pen, but no one 
seemed to mind and they too have asked 
us back next year.

That’s some weekends sorted for next 
year.  We may be small but we can s ll 
put on a good show and demonstrate 
to literally thousands of people the 
work we do at Clervaux and throughout 
Ruskin Mill Trust.

Chris Helliwell

STOP PRESS:  With the hurricane bearing down 
on us we enjoyed good weather for the Friends of 
Clervaux Apple Day on 26th October.  This year has 
been amazing for fruit and the garden team and 
volunteers have picked dozens of boxes of fruit to 
press into juice, swelled by more apples donated 
by our friends.

Inspired by building the clay oven on the Trust’s 
Masters course, Roberto Romano, land manager, 
masterminded the construc on of a similar clay 
oven at Clervaux.  This was a joint e ort with 
residents and volunteers.  It might be appropriate 
to say we all “mucked in”.  The oven will have had 
its rst ring when we cook pizzas at the Christmas 
Fair on Saturday 16th November.

Apples and green woodwork among the ac vi es o ered at the Clow Beck site near Darlington. 

Good, honest, orkshire clay being trodden down to make 
a clay oven by good, honest and enthusias c bared-footed 
sta , volunteers and students.

45Clervaux Trust ~ Run of the Mill ~ Winter 2013



Phase 3 at Glasshouse College Gets Funding

Glasshouse College are delighted to announce 
con rma on of a grant for 62 ,300 from the 
Heritage Lo ery Fund (HLF) and 4 3,000 from 
the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). 
These grants nalise over 5m investment in 
the Glasshouse Development Project having 
completed phases 1 & 2, The Ruskin Glass Centre  
and Glasshouse Arts Centre, with the generous 
support of HLF, Arts Council England and ERDF.

Oliver Cheney, College Principal, said “Glasshouse 
College and Ruskin Mill Trust are delighted that we 
have been successful in securing this signi cant 
capital investment. The success of our students, 
supported by college sta , played a large part in 
securing the funding. The partnerships we have 
developed with businesses on site in the Ruskin 
Glass Centre have also played a crucial role 
and con nue to give our students outstanding 
opportuni es for work-based learning, as well as 
bringing great bene ts to the local economy. 

Phase 3 will enable us to develop further business 
units, workshops, a site recep on, car park, 
be er site access and signs. We look forward to 
welcoming more visitors, students and businesses 
in the future to what we believe is a unique site, 
combining educa on, commerce, arts and local 
heritage”.

Margot James MP said “I am absolutely delighted 
that Glasshouse College has secured this funding. 
This will add new facili es to the site, so that 
it can support businesses, the community and 
young people with learning disabili es even more 
e ec vely. 

Glasshouse College is an excellent local facility 
which uses Stourbridge’s heritage for the good of 

the community, and I know it is greatly valued by 
those who use it.”

Archaeological digs to be undertaken to expose 
the former glass cone and Manager’s house, 
conserva on of the Ruskin Mill Trust’s rare 
glass blowing moulds and the appointment of a 
Heritage Outreach O cer to deliver a three-year 
programme of ac vi es, form part of the grant. 
With the recently opened Webb Corbe  Visitor 
Centre completed in 2012 along with Glasshouse 
Arts Centre, the grant includes the conserva on 
and digi sa on of the pa ern books and ar cles 
rela ng to the Webb Corbe  company archives 
and to make them accessible to the public. 
Archaeological assessment iden ed the site as 
having been used for glass making since the 17th 
century and more recently by, Webb Corbe  and 
Royal Doulton. 

From le : Ollie Cheney, Principal, Margot James MP, 
Marcus, an ex-student now sponsored for Work Experience 
at Ruskin Glass Centre, and en Ma ey, Project Manager.
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Last November we received a fundraising request from 
Rob and Patricia, tutors at Ruskin Mill College, asking 
for funds to be raised so the college could purchase a 
new prin ng press. Since then we have sent o  grant 
applica ons, held fundraising events and received 
generous dona ons. We are now pleased to say that 
we have raised 4,305, which is enough for them to buy 
their new press along with some inks.  The project was 
supported with dona ons from:

The Lynne and Nigel Ross Charitable Trust, The Lodge of Grace and The Sackler Trust and RR Donnelley

Last December we had a fundraising stall and sold hot punch and cakes as part of the Ruskin Mill 
Christmas Market. With the fantas c and dedicated help we had from students, we raised 700 towards 
the press!  It was a great achievement by all involved. 

There was an incredibly generous dona on of 1,000 that was given to us by George Bright’s father, Ian 
Bright, along with 750 that was presented to us by Paul Travers, a representa ve of RR Donnelley, a 
print and digital supplies company whose dona on helped to complete this project.

We would like to thank all the funders, students and generous donors who have helped throughout this 
project, and look forward to seeing the great work being produced by students using the new press.

Tammy Vollaire Mauvis, Fundraising Assistant

Fundraising for a New Printing Press 
at Ruskin Mill College

Presenta on of a che ue for 0 donated by RR Donnelley 
at the print workshop, Ruskin Mill College.

From le : Rob, tutor, students Ben and David, Paul from RR 
Donnelley, and Tammy, right.

Le : A lino cut printed on an etching press by Rob, 1st-year.  
Right: George, 3rd-year, on the current rented  press, 

which will be replaced by the new one.

47Ruskin Mill College ~ Run of the Mill ~ Winter 2013



A er ve years in the planning and building, the 
Field Centre was inaugurated at Michaelmas, 29th 
September 2013, with over 100 invited guests who 
took part in workshops, a Michaelmas Celebra on 
and Dedica on of the building, delicious food and 
entertainment.

The Field Centre will house sta  training, 
professional development and ac on research, and 
an MSc in Prac cal Skills Therapeu c Educa on, 
Ruskin Mill Trust’s method for delivering the 
curriculum at all its provision. The MSc is being 
delivered by Cross elds Instsitute and accredited 
by the University of the West of England.

From the concept, design to build, the Field 
Centre has been a collabora ve venture, including 
experts, contractors, Trust sta , workshop 
par cipants and volunteers, to explore and 
generate the technologies, 
ancient and new, to grow a 
building using the raw marterials 
from the locality as far as 
possible. Each element was 

The Field Centre
A New Vision for Higher Education

carefully researched and tested in the eld and 
through a series of workshops that included areas 
of development: Light, Colour, Water, Rock, Lime, 
Wood, Clay, Metals, Wool, Glass, Biodynamic 
Prac ce, Educa on and Spiritual Research.

The building of the Field Centre drew upon the 
many skills within the Trust. Trees were felled 
by the team and brought to the site by working 
horses.  Limestone was dug out of the ground and 
burnt on site.  Brick by brick, this building is an 
experiment in how to integrate local clay, straw 
and subsoil to nd the right mixture for the walls, 
incorpora ng thermal capacity. Through burning 
pigments to 100 degrees from clay collected from 
Ruskin Mill Trust colleges and projects around the 
UK, colours for the interior design were made. 
Wool was collected from the local sheep and used 
as insula on. 

From le  to right: The three key el-
ements, Mineral, Plant and Animal 
kingdoms, being processed in the 
building of the Field Centre.
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Rela onships are built with the people from whom the materials are sourced and the community was 
invited to par cipate in the building process through the o er of an accredited programme in Sustainable 
Construc on. The roof for the building is being grown from a mixture of topsoil and limestone dust 
mirroring the alkaline soils of the high Cotswold hills. The construc on and nishing is being done by J 
R Building who have brought their considerable skills to a project that has been in con nual growth and 
development.

In line with  the Trust’s Vision and Values, The Field Centre has been designed to re ect the unity of 
existence within the universe, its sacred geometry and archetypal coordinates embedded within the 
macrocosm and microcosm. It is situated in the heart of the Trust’s biodynamic Gables Farm in Nailsworth, 
Gloucestershire which is both a centre for biodynamic ecology and part of the Prac cal Skills Therapeu c 
Educa on o ered to 16-25 year olds at Ruskin Mill College. This exci ng and innova ve building is now 
delivering both training and reasearch for a new vision of further and higher educa on.

Meeting Room
Therapeutic Education

Circulation
Yellow clay walls from 

Freeman College

East Seminar
Holistic Anthroposophical Medicine
Growth
Red clay walls from Glasshouse College

West Seminar
Practical Skills
Warming
Grey clay walls from Ruskin 
Mill College and red clay 
from Glasshouse College

Kitchen
Biodynamic Ecology 
Nutrition
Lime plaster walls

Cloakroom
Genius Loci
Breathing
Yellow clay walls from 
Plas Dwbl

Library
Holistic Support  & 
Care
Maintenance
Yellow clay from 
Clervaux

Research 1-3 
Transformative Leadership & 
Management
Reproduction

Yellow clay walls from Plas Dwbl

Above: The ground floor plan of the Field Centre. Below: An Introduction to Light workshop with Dr. Johannes Khul (left) and 
Sculpting in Clay workshop with Killian Voss at the recent Michaelmas celebration.

continued overleaf
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MSc Now in the Field Centre
The MSc in Prac cal Skills Therapeu c Educa on 
(PSTE) is currently in the rst term of its second 
year.  Since Autumn 2013, it has been hosted in 
the Field Centre and the current intake has now 
grown to a dynamic group of 26 students. This 
term has focussed on the themes; Spirit of Place, 
Prac cal Skills, Biodynamic Ecology and Integra ve 
Educa on.  

These themes have been explored through a 
variety of sessions; seminars, workshops, cra  
sessions, group discussion and ac vi es. Whether 
in group ac vi es or the phenomenology of 
crystalliza on of salt, a study of the three 
principles and seven elds of prac ce or the muck 
and magic of compost making, the MSc takes a 
’head, heart and hand’ approach towards research 
into the PSTE method. Contribu ons from external 
speakers and presenters as well as exper se drawn 
from within Ruskin Mill Trust ensures a rich and 
diverse set of perspec ves and approaches to the 
programme content.

The work-based format of the MSc enables 
students on the programme to weave their 
professional prac ce and on-going development 
into their learning, ensuring a constant re ec on 
between theory and prac ce. MSc students have 
been drawn to this study from a wide variety of 
backgrounds and perspec ves and this ensures for 
a lively and engaged study of the PSTE method. 
Some of the MSc weekend workshops are open to 
the public.

Lectures, workshops and conferences

The Field Centre is here to serve 
Ruskin Mill Trust as well as the 
wider academic public.
A preliminary programme of events 
open for sta  and the public was 
launched in Autumn 2013, covering 
a wide set of topics. The research 
themes are delivered in Friday 
lectures and Saturday work-shops, 
which are some mes open to the 
public. Through collabora on with 
Cross elds Ins tute, interna onal 
research conferences will be 
planned in dialogue with the wider 

academic community. The rst one was held on 
November 6th and 7th where researchers were 
invited to submit papers on the theme “Thinking 
through Ac on  epistemological perspec ves on 
ac on research”. The conference was a modest 
start where key-note speakers and papers from 
seven di erent universi es were presented and 
discussed,  six of which were presented from 
Ruskin Mill Trust and Cross elds Ins tute. In 
2014 and onwards, a series of such interna onal 
research conferences will be held. 

Future perspec ves and aims

The aim for 2014 is to further this development of 
lectures, workshops and conferences within the 
Field Centre, making sure it opens itself up to the 
wider academic audience as well as to sta  and 
the local community. 

Dr. Aksel Hugo, research coordinator, said “Looking 
into the future, the task of the Field Centre is a 
double one. One is to bring a culture of inquiry 
right into the esh and bones of what happens 
in the organisa on and the day to day work with 
students. And the other to bring this unique 
organisa on in dialogue with the wider world 
of educa on and educa onal research. There is 
much to learn, but possibly even more to give to 
help shape a whole new direc on, not only to the 
educa on of students with complex needs, but to 
the whole future of educa on .” 

For more informa on on the MSc and to en uire 
about open events see page 1

Dr Aksel Hugo and Jonathan Code

MSc students making a bread oven at the start of the year
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A Master of Science in Practical Skills Therapeutic Education (PSTE) has been 
de eloped and is bein  deli ered b  the ross elds nstitute Education and esearch 
Department ( cross eldsinstitute com) and accredited by the University of the 
West of England (www.uwe.ac.uk). Eight supervised placement centres are situated 
within uskin Mill Trust (www.rmt.org) and external placement sites may be 
approved on application.

Based at the Field Centre, the programme offers 70% experiential, work-based 
learning in different locations across England and Wales. ndividual modular and 
work-based pathways and subject specialisation are available for professionals who 
wish to develop their practice in their workplace.

The next full-time programme will commence in August 2014 and will be split into 
four separate stages - Modules 1, 2 & 3 and the dissertation. Each module will be 
approximately 12 weeks in duration and represent 30 out of the 180 (UK) credit 
points that make up the MSc. Each module includes the submission of an assignment 
(8000 words), some of which may be completed in stages.

Master of Science in 
Practical Skills Therapeutic Education

Independent Study – ndividual research, peer group 
support and mentoring leading to the nal module which 
includes specialisation and dissertation.

Field Centre Workshops – Contributions from guest 
lecturers who are specialists in their elds.

In-Service Education at Ruskin Mill Trust – Training in 
leadership and management; enrichment of the Practical 
Skills Therapeutic Education curriculum.

Work-Based Learning – Working in PSTE in activities 
with students.

For all MSc enquiries contact - jane.tyler cross eldsinstitute.com
0044 (0) 1453 808118

MSc in Practical Skill Therapeutic Education
August 2014 - July 2015
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V B N C B O D K I N T W T I P

B A R T O K W G M R G H X Z N

A P M T I C Q H T D G I F Q H

S X Z U U A M K K H P T I W E

K H Q B Y B W R O D H E H R P

E W E R T O A B C N V K L K A

T P A S L N W  N M L P O I L I

R F G L B O L S L A T H B K R

A H I J L Z N B K Z A S E V I

P W K L L W A F O O T K C B N

P Z E L O O B M B U F F K O G

I M C R E B E C C A G H Y R Q

N X B N B F L A P B O A R D V

G I R O N Z J G R E E N L E K

B O L T H D S E C A T E U R S

BACK                    
BUFF                     
MELLOW                
TIP
BASKET    
OIL             

BUTT                     
PAIRING                 
WHITE
BODKIN                
FOOT                    

RAPPING                 
WILLOW
BOLT                    
GREEN                  
ROD

BORDER              
IRON                      
SECATEURS
BROWN               
LAPBOARD
SLATH

Wordsearch by Rebecca Duncan – 2nd-year student

Fundraising with Pavillion
A huge thank you to Oxford-based company Pavillion who 
have nominated Ruskin Mill Trust as their charity of the year. 

believe all businesses should put something back into the community and we are delighted that they 
have chosen to support our work over the next two years.  
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James Allington is living in Horley, Surrey, and is 
studying catering at college.  He would like to do work 
experience as a chef in a professional kitchen next year.

Katherine Almrott lives in Copthorne, in West 
Sussex, which she says she likes. She gets to see her 
parents in the holidays and can catch up with other ex-
students on Facebook.  She enjoys cycling, swimming and 
horse-riding and does felting at a local day centre. She 
says that she still thinks of the Mill and misses some of the 
things she did here.

Harley Ashley lives in Chalford, Gloucestershire, 
where he works in the gardens, at the Canal Trust and 
once a week at a local school. He says that he still misses 
the Mill and learnt a lot here, which has helped him.

Peter Atkins has now been living in Coventry, 
Warwickshire, for five years. He says that this year he 
laid a new lawn for the first time for his mum’s birthday. 
He attends regular epilepsy meetings, plays bingo with 
his friends, helps with their gardens and goes to his local 
pub, which has friendly staff.  He says that he has nice 
neighbours and that he has been enjoying the weather.

Debbie Carter lives in Withey, Oxfordshire, where 
she works at a local food store, goes riding and listens to 
music. She plans to move into a flat of her own.

Joseph Dolan lives in a flat in Crawley, West Sussex, 
which he regularly keeps tidy, when he’s not out walking, 
swimming, doing martial arts or just relaxing at home. 
He helps out with the local environment and is hoping to 
return to sculpting on a studio class nearby.

Mark Hafner is now living in Exeter, where he 
captains a six-a-side football and plays darts for a local 
team. His daughter is two years old and is now walking 
and starting to talk better too.

Louis Heather will shortly be moving back in with 
his parents in southwest London.  He has started a part-
time job at a foster/adoption agency and helps out at a 
community for people with learning disabilities, where 
he has built some strong relationships with people and 
says that it has been very fulfilling. He has met “a very nice 
girl” at a local walking group and he hopes that everyone 
at college is well.

Rosie Hely-Hutchinson lives at home with her 
parents in Edenbridge, Kent, though she is moving not 
too far away to (Royal) Tunbridge Wells soon. She has 
finished a year at The Mount Camphill Community, 
where she learnt about and performed “the wonderful 
art of eurythmy” and she is now looking for supported 

employment in Kent.
Geoffrey Hicks lives with his mum in Bridgwater, in 

Somerset. He works at a local Argos and in a warehouse 
and likes to go cycling in his spare time. He now has an 
infant daughter called Joyce.

Kate Hynam lives with her two hamsters in 
Kingswood, Bristol, in the same block of flats as her 
boyfriend. She attends college one day a week (doing a 
level 2 diploma in hairdressing) and works as a dog walker 
at a dogs’ and cats’ home during the holidays. She says 
that she’d like to move into a bigger place with a garden.

Alex Jacquier is living in the Camphill Community 
in Milton Keynes with four other people, where he works 
in the market garden, helps restore tools to be sent to 
Africa and does lots of leatherwork as his main hobby. He 
says that Ruskin Mill helped him in so many ways and that 
he would never have been able to settle in to Camphill if 
it hadn’t been for his experiences at the Mill.

Katherine Kelly has moved with her mother to 
a house in Dursley, Gloucestershire. She has recently 
finished a course in textiles, clothing and fashion and is 
looking to do GCSE English and Maths at college.  She has 
taken up water aerobics twice a week and still volunteers 
at The Door in Stroud one day a week.

Robert Lock is still at home with his parents 
in Witham, Essex, but he is starting to find some 
accommodation so that he can be more independent. He 
is no longer working for Essex County Council, so he is 
looking for computer work again, whilst doing computer 
repairs for friends and family!  He is looking to get 
voluntary work driving a minibus, which could lead to 
a job at the end of it. He says ‘hello’ to Rich Pirie, Sandy 
Harding, Brendan Hewett, Stuart Cragg and Mattias 
Emaus.

Emma Merrifield has been living in Bishops 
Stortford, Hertfordshire, for nearly three years.  She has 
just started her own dance group, works as a Mencap 
support worker and at a local care home and is planning 
a holiday with her boyfriend.  She is really enjoying her 
life right now.

Clare Oliver is living with friends in Ringwood. She 
goes to college, works in pottery and bakery and does 
cooking at home. She says ‘hello’ to Phoebe & Evert and 
everyone in the girls’ working group.

David O’Rourke still lives in Cardiff, Wales, and has 
just started attending a drop-in centre in Cardiff where 
he can go and socialise with other people.

Welcome to edited highlights of news from ex-students. It is always exciting 
to hear from you and it is a great way of passing your news onto staff. 
Please keep in touch and we will put your news in the next edition.

  Will Mercer (william.mercer@rmt.org).
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Katy Ponting also lives in Kingswood, Bristol, 
where she hopes to soon move in with her boyfriend. 
She takes English, Maths and IT courses at a local centre 
and works as an Avon sales leader. She is looking forward 
to starting a family with her boyfriend.

Ben Roberts lives in his own flat in Great Yarmouth, 
Norfolk, and has recently started working two-and-a-
half days a week as a support worker for the national 
charity, The Shaw Trust.  He has become an uncle for 
the first time. He would like to say ‘hello’ to Ken, Barry, 
Carl and anyone else who knew him.

Anna Robertson lives with her boyfriend in Botton 
Camphill Community in North Yorkshire, where she 
enjoys art, football, swimming, knitting, cooking and 
going to the pub! She says ‘hello’ to Elisabeth Johnson 
and Liz & Peter Waller.

Nicky Wright lives in a shared house with two other 
people, also in Kingswood, Bristol.  He goes to a ceramics 
trust twice a week and is looking to get some work 
experience. He enjoys playing on his PC and Playstation, 
socialising with his friends and spending time with his 
girlfriend.
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My Journey through Ruskin Mill and Beyond
By Andrew Boyes, Ex-Student

My background before Ruskin Mill was not all that great.  I had multiple issues relating to social interaction and 
inter-personal relations.  Communicating was difficult to say the least and this led to difficulties both at home and 
in school.  After being at a number of secondary schools, I went  to a specialist secondary school in Frome, where I 
remained until I passed my GCSEs.  Being a specialist school, they were well aware of Ruskin Mill and the work they 
were undertaking.  After a three-day trial, I was awarded a place at the Mill and so my journey continued.

Being at Ruskin Mill is not something that can be described with ease.  It is not what Ruskin Mill teaches you during 
the lessons that is important, rather the ones you don’t even realise you have learnt, such as the importance of a cup 
of tea and a packet of chocolate hobnobs.  Although the lessons teach you practical skills that can eventually be used 
to proceed onto further education or even work, it is the social skills and the personal interaction they teach every 
minute of the day that will show the value of the time spent there.  Of course I would be lying if I said I recognised 
any of that while I was a student there, as it wasn’t until my next college that everything that they taught me finally 
came to light.

After being at Ruskin Mill for three years, I went on to study a National Diploma in Forestry at Sparsholt College 
in Hampshire. I spent two years there living in halls of residence, something that would have been absolutely 
unthinkable before Ruskin Mill.  The time flew by with barely any time to stop and reflect upon anything between 
the studies and the socialising.  I met loads of very interesting people, most of which I am still in touch with today.   
It was down to the lessons learned and the help received at Ruskin Mill 
that I was able to finish my two years at Sparsholt with not just a triple 
distinction grade, but having also been awarded the David Cheshire 
prize for overall ‘top of course’.  My time at the Mill also enabled me 
to balance my studies with a very active social life.

I have now managed to find work as an arboricultural specialist with 
a company working in the Cotswolds.  My job involves climbing, 
dismantling and pruning trees as well as equipment maintenance and 
repair.  I am currently living back at home saving up to move out, 
but this is a way off from being achieved. I have also been in a stable 
relationship since leaving Sparsholt, something else that would have 
been extremely difficult before Ruskin Mill.

Looking back now I can see the lessons I have learnt and I honestly can’t 
see why I ever had issue with most of the things I did before Ruskin 
Mill, but I know it is only down to the expertise and skill of the staff at 
Ruskin Mill and not a small amount of hard work from myself that the 
problems I used to have are a thing of the past.

Andrew making stakes for hedging whilst at Ruskin 
Mill College before moving to Sparsholt and 
greater achievements and onto employment.
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Ruskin Mill Trust Provision in England and Wales

Inspected

A member of 
NATSPEC

Plas Dwbl Farm College
Clunderwen, Pembrokeshire

16-25 years
Residential & day students
Up to 52 weeks per year

Glasshouse College
Stourbridge, West Midlands

16-25 years
Residential & day students
Up to 52 weeks per year

Freeman College

16-25 years
Residentail & day students
Up to 52 weeks per year

Brantwood Specialist School

7-19 years
Residential & day students
Up to 52 weeks per year

Clervaux Trust
, Co Durham

16+ and Adults

Residentail & day students

Up to 52 weeks per year

Ruskin Mill College
 Gloucestershire

16-25 years
Residential & day students
Up to 52 weeks per year

To  nd out how our provision can meet your needs as a parent 
or carer, social worker or commissioner, please contact our 
admissions teams (page 55) for more informa  on on each 
provision, their open days, to arrange visits and no  fy you of 
events and shows that they are a  ending in 2014.


